
 

  

 
WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 

By Katie O’Meara 

INTRODUCTION 
 Within Lassen Volcanic National Park, located approximately 

240 miles northeast of San Francisco, firefighting crews constantly 
work onsite. In 2012, the lead firefighter at the park, Mike Klimek, 
monitored a severe thunderstorm, a leading cause of wildfires due to 
lightning strikes associated with the storms. A bolt of lightning from 
the storm struck a tree in the park, starting a small fire. Klimek 
entered the fire site, determining that this particular strike should 
burn, and not immediately be extinguished (Tullis). 

Klimek’s actions in this instance highlight complexities 
associated with wildland fire management and suppression. A 
wildland fire is any fire that occurs in nature, typically in 
vegetation, rather than as a structural fire (National Park Service). 
The two main types of wildland fires are wildfires, which are 
unplanned and have uncontrolled spread; and prescribed fires, 
which are started in order to maintain the balance of the ecosystem 
(Hoover and Hanson). Causes of wildfires mainly include lightning 
strikes, such as described above in Lassen; unexpected human-
caused fires, whether classified as arson or not; and escaped planned 
fires. Fire is a natural aspect of wildlife that leads to renewal of the 
landscape, yet the current frequency of wildfires, especially those 
that are not naturally occurring, has drawn increased concern for the 
impact on the environment.  

 
Display of the most 
acreage burned due 
to wildfires by year 
since 1960 
Congressional Research 

Services 

Wildfire – an 
uncontrolled, 

unplanned fire that 
results from 

unexpected events 
such as lightning 
strikes, arson, or 

escaped planned fire   
 

Wildland Fire – 
any non-structural 

fire, typically 
occurring within 

nature 
 



 HARVARD MODEL CONGRESS 

 
© HMC SAN FRANCISCO 2021 – REDISTRIBUTION OR REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED  2 

EXPLANATION OF THE ISSUE 
Historical Development 

Wildfires are not new occurrences. These natural phenomena 
have dominated ecosystems for thousands of years. Naturally 
occurring wildfires, like those started as a result of a lightning strike, 
benefit from the longevity of current environments when overgrown 
brush, dead plants, and other debris on forest floors burn away. 
These fires allow for new growth and continued healthy forestry, yet 
these fires did not occur with as high of a frequency as at present. 

The key current difference is that the majority of fires result from 
human action rather than natural elements. Currently, roughly 85% 
of wildland fires directly result from human actions (National 
Geographic Society). While typically thought of as more highly 
concentrated in Western American states such as California, 
Arizona, Nevada, and New Mexico, wildland fires equally, if not more 
often, occur in the South and on the East Coast. In 2019, more fires 
burned on the East Coast, while more acreage burned on the West 
Coast (Hoover and Hanson). This specific geographic difference 
directly relates to land size, while the increase in human caused fires 
directly relates to population growth. In the past 200 years, the 
overall population of the US has grown from 9.6 million in the 1820 
census to 308 million in the 2010 census, which converts to a 
population over 30 times the size (Census.gov). Additionally, it is 
worth noting that many of the states on the West Coast were not 
members of the Union in 1820.  

The first major recorded wildland fire occurred in 1910, now 
known as the Great Fire of 1910. Concentrated in Idaho, Montana, 
and Washington, the fire burned over 3 million acres, killed 86 
people, and produced fireballs whose smoke could be seen as far as 
Boston Harbor (Forest Service). The majority of the damage 
occurred in the two-day span of August 20 and 21 with a witness 
writing “fanned by a tornadic wind so violent that the flames 
flattened out ahead, swooping to earth in great darting curves, truly 
a veritable red demon from hell” (Forest Service). While the direct 
cause of the fire still remains unclear, it is believed that it started as 
a result of small fires from railways in the area. This is a direct 
connection to the increase in population. The Great Fire serves as an 
important turning point in US policy, as it occurred in the infancy 
period of the US Forest Service. The Great Fire’s large cultural impact 
informed policy decisions in the 1910s as conscious of fire threat. The 
more recent 2018 Camp Fire serves as a comparison point to the 
Great Fire. California’s deadliest fire, with 85 causalities, resulted in 
over 153,000 acres burned. The acreage burned is comparatively less 
than 1910 for multiple reasons, including increased technology, as 
well as the impact of habituated versus inhabited land (Boghani).  

85% of wildfires 
are human caused.  
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The continued increase of the US population coupled with the 
other current factors, such as climate change, has positioned 
wildland fires as an imminent threat to almost all areas of the 
country, all susceptible to experiencing these blazes.    

Scope of the Problem 
Shifts in the Climate 

While population growth has historically caused an uptick in the 
number of fires, in the past 20 years climate change has 
disproportionately created stronger fire seasons. In a New York 
Times article, John E. Gould, whose company 10 Tanker Air Carrier 
contracts firefighting planes to the US and foreign countries, 
described wildfires as “coming from all over. Fires are affecting 
climates and places they never used to affect” (Cave). This statement 
reflects the larger impact of shifts in the climate on the intensity and 
frequency of wildland fires. These changes in the climate include 
increases in average temperature, which leads to drier conditions 
that in turn serve as breeding ground for larger fires to occur (Center 
for Climate and Energy Solutions). With the drier conditions, fires 
that would previously cause small amounts of damage, are burning 
out of control, resulting in a continual increase in the severity of fires 
and the length of the fire season.  

According to a 2012 report from the US Forest Service, by the end 
of the 21st century, the ecological makeup of the majority of American 
forests will look vastly different due to both climate change, and the 
interaction between humans and disruptions (US Forest Service). 
Estimates indicate that while the fire season’s length has 
dramatically increased, annual acreage burned will increase 
anywhere from 100% to 500% (with specific figures depending on 
the region) as a direct result of climate change and increases in 
population as previously described (Vose et al. 17). According to the 
Center for Climate and Energy Solutions, “an average annual one 
degree Celsius [approximately 1.8 degrees Fahrenheit] increase 
would increase the median burned area per year as much as 600% in 
some types of forests” (Center for Climate and Energy Solutions). 
Currently, the US average temperature has increased roughly 0.14 
degrees Fahrenheit per decade, with more recent years classified as 
the warmest recorded (Environmental Protection Agency). These 
changes necessitate action in order to mitigate the effects of climate 
change on the landscape of natural disasters, especially wildfires. 
This issue is one of the principle problems that must be addressed by 
the Senate Committee on the Environment and Public Works.  

Distinction between State and Federal Land 
While the main issue facing wildland fire management and 

control is the impact of climate change, wildfire suppression 
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efforts directly introduce divisions between the jurisdiction of state 
governments and federal governments. Fires do not consider 
whether land is private, public, state, or federal. As a result, 
cooperation between federal, state, and local entities is essential in 
legislating. In 2019, 35% of acreage burned by wildland fires 
occurred on non-federal land, but 78% of the total number of 
wildland fires occurred on non-federal land (Hoover and Hanson). 
This statistic signals varying firefighting responses as well as 
differences in population density. Federally owned land is 
concentrated within the Department of the Interior (DOI) via the 
National Parks Service and the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) via the Forest Service, meaning that the area of 
the land is inherently much larger and less populated than non-
federal land. This correlates with the higher acreage burned and 
lower number of fires. 

In fighting the fire, the responsibility depends on the land where 
the fire starts. If it starts on federal land, the DOI leads the response, 
but if it starts on state or private land, the state government leads the 
response (Hoover). At the same time, this does not restrict the 
response to only come from either the state or federal level. As the 
fire spreads, the two typically work together and share equipment, 
which includes planes and manpower (Hoover). These jurisdictions 
are important to consider when crafting legislation related to actions 
not only once a fire has started, but also in prevention efforts. 

International Impact 
Beyond a domestic landscape, wildland fires significantly impact 

foreign countries. In the past two years, the Amazon rainforest in 
South America and the Australian bushlands experienced 
abnormally large and devasting wildfires. The effect on the US from 
these two fires is different, due to both proximity to the fire and the 
conditions of the burning land. 

Beginning in the fire season of 2019, the Amazon rainforest fires 
mainly started as a result of manned deforestation, with farmers 
wanting to clear Amazonian land in order to increase their profits 
(McCoy and Lopes). Additionally, compared to the US, the land of 
the Amazon, even in the dry season, is much wetter and less 
conducive to strong fires. Many of the fires within the Amazon are 
small, but one of the main issues is the quantity of fires that burned. 
In particular, the fires in the Amazon introduce increased concern 
from the international community due to the rainforest’s role in 
storing carbon dioxide and releasing oxygen. As the largest rainforest 
in the world, this impact extends beyond Brazil, as the fires burned 
trees, releasing excess carbon emissions into the atmosphere while 
simultaneously eliminating potential oxygen release.  

As the Southern Hemisphere experiences summer in the early 
months of the year, the fire season typically does not overlap with 
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that of the United States. This small fact is notable as many countries 
utilize the same private planes and companies in order to fight the 
fires, including in Australia. Beginning in October 2019, as a result 
of a lightning strike during a particularly dry season, the latest fires 
burned upwards of 16 million acres, including many inhabited and 
densely populated areas (Tarabay). In addition to providing aid, 
whether monetary or firefighters, the US must consider the 
Australian fires as an example for potential future fires, especially as 
temperatures continue to rise, droughts prolong, and lands become 
drier. 

Congressional Action 
The most recent major passed legislation related to wildfires 

occurred with HR 1094 or the Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 
2003. The bill, introduced by Rep. Scott McInnis (R-CO), created 
guidelines to allow for the tracking of wildfire acreage burned, and 
attempted to create consistency in wildland fire management across 
different states (United States, Congress, House). Following this 
piece of legislation, many other bills have been proposed that directly 
aim to reduce the prevalence and severity of wildfires, but no major 
legislation has been passed. Most recently, President Donald Trump 
signed into law S 47 or the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, 
Management, and Recreation Act, which aimed to modernize 
wildfire fighting technology and introduce machinery such as 
drones.  

Beyond these two pieces of legislation, the most major effort for 
direct wildfire prevention and relief is both S 2882 and HR 5091, 
which are entitled the Wildfire Defense Act and were introduced to 
the respective chambers in November of 2019. While the Act has not 
passed either chamber, the bill aimed to introduce a “community 
wildfire defense grant program” that would improve wildfire 
response, including centralizing response and creating clear 
guidelines (United States, Congress, House). In terms of 
international response, the Senate introduced resolutions aiming to 
formalize an aid relationship between Australia and the US, but it has 
not passed.  

 

Other Policy Action 
 Beyond Capitol Hill, many of the actions taken against wildfires 

occur at the state level and within the executive branch of the Federal 
government. From the executive, the Department of the Interior 
largely coordinates many of the fighting responses with departments 
such as the National Park Service. Many education methods fall 
under the policy of the executive branch, including the US Forest 
Service’s mascot, Smokey the Bear, who aims to spread fire safety 
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knowledge to ordinary Americans. Due to the human influence of 
starting fires, a large burden of solving this crisis falls on the ordinary 
American. In addition to education methods, the DOI and the USDA 
maintain firefighting squads that maintain the ability to monitor 
prescribed fires, assess unintentional fires, and extinguish wildfires 
in the bulk of vulnerable federal land.  

IDEOLOGICAL VIEWPOINTS 
Conservative View 

Wildfire management is typically a fairly bipartisan topic. Much 
like a fire does not recognize the difference between federal, state, or 
private land, a fire does not distinguish between a dominantly 
conservative or dominantly liberal state, meaning that conservatives 
and liberals alike have a similar goal of preventing the spread and 
magnitude of destruction. In terms of more complex policy issues, 
conservatives are divided on the validity of climate change and global 
warming, translating to a lack of support of large-scale legislation 
aimed at mitigating these effects on forestry. Beyond this division, 
conservatives typically do not favor large government spending—
something that would be essential in a large-scale bill of this sort. 

Aside from climate change, in terms of wildfire and forest 
management, conservatives, especially in heavily affected states such 
as Montana, favor an increase in oversight of the US Forest Service 
(Regan). This oversight would aim to ensure that many of the 
beneficial prescribed or controlled fires are allowed to burn rather 
than immediately extinguishing almost all fires, therefore promoting 
healthier forests.  

Liberal View 
 In relation to domestic fires, liberals typically support legislation 

that aims to mitigate the effect and magnitude of wildfires. As 
opposed to conservatives, liberals are much more likely to support 
legislation that aims to introduce large measures related to climate 
change and global warming. In addition, liberals advocate for more 
government spending in exchange for programs that would improve 
the outlook of the climate. This position directly relates to support of 
wildfire legislation related to climate change. Additionally, much like 
conservatives, liberals would be likely to support legislation that 
would ensure proper conditions to lower the intensity of fires. As 
members of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public 
Works, one of the main concerns relates to the maintenance of the 
environment, which correlates directly with the research-backed 
prescribed fires. 
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On the international scale, liberals are likely to support 
substantive aid legislation. In an op-ed written for NBC News, Sen. 
Brian Schatz (D-HI) and Sen. Chris Murphy (D-CT) advocated for 
congressional action against the Brazilian government. They accused 
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro of not properly controlling the 
fires, and advocated for the stoppage of lumber and wildlife trade 
between the US and Brazil until the crisis was solved (Schatz and 
Murphy).  

AREAS OF DEBATE 
 Introduce Substantive Climate Legislation 

One of the principle issues in relation to wildfire management is 
the implementation of climate centered legislation. This legislation 
can focus on many different facets of the issue, but proposals should 
be focused on preventing the continued increase of wildfire’s 
magnitude. According to the New York Times, “wildfires of a size and 
intensity that only a decade ago were rare are now almost an annual 
occurrence” (Tullis). This fact should be kept in mind, especially 
when working through bipartisan solutions. 

Climate bills can include further lowering limits of greenhouse 
gas emission from both factories and cars. Any proposals should aim 
at lowering the increase of the average global temperature, as this 
facet of climate change disproportionality affects the prevalence of 
wildland fires as the land becomes more arid. These proposals should 
be creative, while also remaining grounded in wildfire management, 
not attempting to solve the entire climate crisis. 

Political Perspectives on this Solution 
As stated above, the majority of liberals will support a climate 

focused policy, while a majority of conservatives will not support 
climate policy. While division exists within the Republican party in 
regard to the validity of climate change and global warming, the main 
reason why conservatives are less likely to support climate change 
legislation is due to the high costs, both from labor and planning, that 
the laws entail. Within committee, any climate change legislation will 
introduce strong debate. 

 Institute Environmental Regulations in Suppression 
As members of the Committee on Environment and Public 

Works, part of the committee’s jurisdiction is to ensure protection of 
the vegetation affected by wildland fires. This responsibility does not 
only encompass in attempting to extinguish the fires, but also in 
ensuring the protection to the greatest degree of the wildlife as the 
fire is fought. As such, regulations can be implemented in order to 
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ensure that the tools used in firefighting do not overly damage 
vegetation that is salvageable.  

Additionally, within increasing regulation, a possible solution is 
creating clear requirements for prescribed fire frequency/allowing 
controlled wildfires to burn. These fires serve important 
environmental purposes as they remove dead and decaying 
vegetation, allowing new, healthy forests to grow. Any requirements 
here would be directed more towards the DOI and Forest Service as 
areas of large acreage most likely fall underneath their jurisdiction. 

Political Perspectives on this Solution 
Again, conservatives are less likely to support this policy for two 

main reasons: increased government spending and encroaching on 
state government responsibility. Liberals are more likely to support 
a stronger federal response in strengthening protections already 
given via actions such as the Endangered Species Act and the Clean 
Air Act.  

Additionally, more bipartisan support would be expected for a 
policy that increases requirements for the DOI and the Forest 
Service, as it promotes the committee’s mission and does not 
necessitate large funding additions.  

 Increase Supply of Wildfire Fighting Tools 
Currently, the majority of airborne firefighting tools come from 

private companies who lease their planes to other countries when 
there is a fire outbreak. Without substantive legislation aimed at 
reducing the prevalence of droughts and temperature increases, the 
US fire season will continue to become longer. According to Cal Fire, 
“climate change has rendered the term ‘fire season’ obsolete, as 
wildfires now burn on a year-round basis” (Boghani). This assertion 
showcases that wildfires are starting to burn around the world 
simultaneously. As a result, the US cannot be overly reliant on 
private companies. One possible solution is to increase the number 
of domestic, government-owned firefighting tools. Yet, this solution 
relies on the federal government, meaning fires that start on state or 
private land will have to communicate with the federal government 
to utilize their resources. This already occurs, but this is something 
to keep in mind. 

Another solution in terms of supplies was first introduced by the 
Wildfire Defense Act. This bill proposed to introduce coalitions to 
fight fires within the states. While not a law, this proposal should 
provide excellent background for further solutions in committee.  

Political Perspectives on this Solution 
Liberals are much more likely to support legislation related to 

these measures. The Wildfire Defense Act was introduced in the 
Senate by Sen. Kamala Harris (D-CA), while it was introduced by 
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Rep. Jared Huffman (D-CA) in the House of Representatives. As both 
are California Democrats, this supports liberals seeing proposals 
such as the Wildfire Defense Act much more favorable, especially 
those in more heavily affected states such as California.  

While many conservatives do not support large government 
spending, conservatives would be more likely to support a proposal 
related to increasing the number of firefighting tools, as it can be 
framed more as defense spending, and is more concrete than abstract 
social service spending.  

Increase Monitoring Services of High-Risk Areas 
As the number of fires and the frequency across calendar months 

increases, the introduction of more monitoring services from the 
DOI and the Forest Service is a solution to help abate the damage of 
the fire. Much like Klimek in Lassen Volcanic National Park, the 
ability to catch a fire before it fully spreads proved invaluable to the 
fight. An increase in monitoring would facilitate an increased 
opportunity to catch fires early. 

While this increase on federal land would help catch fires early, 
this implementation should also be seen on a state and private level. 
One such solution, mirroring the Wildfire Defense Act, could include 
creating a coalition between states and the federal government to aid 
in monitoring efforts. Implementing at the state level is critical as the 
majority of fires in 2019 occurred on these lands (Hoover). Again, 
think creatively about these solutions. 

Political Perspectives on this Solution 
An increase in federal services from the DOI and the Forest 

Service would most likely be more well-received from both 
conservatives and liberals as the goal of the policy is to ensure a 
preemptive protection of lands. Again, a state coalition would be 
more well-received from liberals rather than conservatives. 
Conservatives tend to believe in a strong separation between the 
federal and state government, meaning that they would be less in 
favor of this policy. 

Aid Foreign Fire Efforts 
 As the domestic fire season increases in intensity, so does the 

foreign fire season. The two main countries that a policy should 
currently target are Australia and Brazil, as they have had the most 
significant fire seasons as of late. This does not mean that a policy 
can and should not target any other nations or serve as a more 
general international aid policy. Australia and the US have a 
congenial relationship, meaning the most likely solution (and to be 
most applied to future fire seasons) would be providing federally 
sponsored aid.  
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In terms of Brazil, large internal differences exist within the US 
government in terms of how to assist. Any easy solution would be to 
provide monetary or personnel to Brazil, but liberals and 
conservatives, especially President Trump, are divided on the nation. 
Many liberals believe that the Brazilians intentionally set the fires 
and should not have any aid until this fact is acknowledged. 
President Trump has stated his general approval of Brazilian 
President Bolsonaro. Assisting foreign nations should not dominate 
debate in committee, but it is an important facet of the conversation 
to keep in mind. 

Political Perspectives on this Solution 
Liberals and conservatives alike are likely to support foreign aid 

to a nation such as Australia, who is a clear and strong ally of the 
United States. Divisions, as described above, occur when discussing 
foreign aid to a nation such as Brazil. Liberals are less likely to agree 
to unconditional aid due to political reasons. If pursuing a foreign aid 
package in committee, it is important to remember that 
conservatives, liberals, and generally the US have different 
relationships with different countries. 

BUDGETARY CONSIDERATIONS 
 When crafting legislation, remember that any funding must 

come from some aspect of the preset budget or be accounted for in 
the budget for the next Fiscal Year. If $50 million is proposed to 
increase spending on privatized air-based firefighting tools, then that 
$50 million most likely would need to be reallocated from a different 
part of the committee or the agency’s predetermined budget. Beyond 
this consideration, keep in mind that many current wildfire fighting 
tactics utilize private companies that in turn lease their equipment to 
other countries. Much of the current passed legislation related to 
wildfires relates to the Fiscal Year budgets. Congress.gov provides 
digestible summaries of each bill. Browse these bills in order to fully 
understand the amount in the budgets currently appropriated to 
wildfire management and prevention.  

CONCLUSION 
Wildland fires present a large collection of policy dilemmas to 

lawmakers, ranging from climate change legislation to regulation of 
federal programs. One of the most important aspects to remember 
when crafting legislation is that wildfires are natural disasters. As 
much as education can do for prevention, wildfires will still occur. As 
a result, the US must be properly prepared to fight them and ensure 
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that any negative effects associated with rising temperatures are 
halted as much as possible. In crafting legislation and preparing 
topics for committee, you are encouraged to be as creative as 
possible. Any solution, not just those discussed in this briefing, 
should be brought into the committee room.  

GUIDE TO FURTHER RESEARCH 
This briefing does not cover any major developments in the 2020 

Wildfire season. As the conference date arrives, ensure that you 
investigate the 2020 wildfire season. Keep in mind that these natural 
disasters are not limited only to the western United States, but rather 
affect all states. As you start your research, a good grounding point is 
your assigned senator’s website. On the site, you should be able to 
find the senator’s specific views on related issues such as specific 
views on wildland fires, the impact of climate change, and needed 
environmental protections. Once you establish your individual 
senator’s views, it is important to remember to keep your argument 
grounded in their views, especially as you conduct more research. 
Additionally, this report (also cited in the bibliography) contains 
comprehensive summaries of climate change’s effect on individual 
regions of the countries, including in relation to disturbances such as 
fire. The report is quite long, so I recommend at least looking through 
the Executive Summary at the beginning, which provides disgustable 
bullet points on these specific regions.  

In writing this briefing, I consulted a large variety of sources, 
ranging from text of resolutions and bills written in Congress, 
statistics provided by different Executive Branch departments such 
as the National Park Service and the US Forest Service, to more 
current news stories in the New York Times and Associated Press. I 
recommend starting here, especially in establishing the outlook of 
the 2020 fire season. News websites serve as a good resource for a 
more micro view of the current impact of wildland fires, while 
governmental sources will provide a much more macro view. A 
combination of the two will allow for comprehensive knowledge and 
preparation entering committee. 

GLOSSARY 
Deforestation – the clearing out of trees, shrubbery, and other 

vegetation, typically done intentionally by human action 
Prescribed Fire – the deliberate and highly controlled setting 

of a fire for a specific purpose  
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The Great Fire of 1910 – one of the largest fires in US history 
with over 3 million acres burned with its memory lasting well past 
1910.  

Wildfire – an uncontrolled, unplanned fire that results from 
unexpected events such as lightning strikes, arson, or escaped 
planned fire  

Wildfire suppression – the act of controlling fires, which 
includes planning for prescribed fires, controlling smaller accidental 
fires, and containing larger, uncontrollable wildfires 

Wildland Fire – any non-structural fire, typically occurring 
within nature 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
AP News. "Bureau of Land Management Prepared for Expected Fire 

Season." AP News, Associated Press, 3 June 2020, 
apnews.com/9080c28327e176b4fbb38230c09bb8a2. Accessed 
6 June 2020. 

BBC. "Amazon Fires Increase by 84% in One Year - Space Agency." 
BBC News, BBC, 21 Aug. 2019, www.bbc.com/news/world-
latin-america-49415973. Accessed 6 June 2020. 

Boghani, Priyanka. "Camp Fire: By the Numbers." PBS: Frontline, 
WGBH Educational Foundation, 29 Oct. 2019, 
www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/camp-fire-by-the-
numbers/#:~:text=153%2C335%20acres%20were%20burned%
20by,30%2C000%20people%20lost%20their%20homes. 
Accessed 7 June 2020. 

Cave, Damien. "The World Burns All Year. Are There Enough 
Planes to Douse the Flames?" The New York Times, New York 
Times Company, 21 Nov. 2019, 
www.nytimes.com/2019/11/21/world/australia/fires-water-
tankers-climate-change.html. Accessed 6 June 2020. 

Census.gov. "1820 Fast Facts." United States Census Bureau, 
www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/fast_facts
/1820_fast_facts.html. Accessed 7 June 2020. 

Center for Climate and Energy Solutions. "Wildfires and Climate 
Change." Center for Climate and Energy Solutions, 
www.c2es.org/content/wildfires-and-climate-change/. Accessed 
8 June 2020. 



 HARVARD MODEL CONGRESS 

 
© HMC SAN FRANCISCO 2021 – REDISTRIBUTION OR REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED  13 

Congressional Research Service. "Wildfire Suppression Spending: 
Issues and Legislation in the 114th Congress." Congressional 
Research Services, 9 Feb. 2017, 
crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R44082. Accessed 6 
June 2020. 

Congressional Research Services. "2019 California Wildfires: Brief 
Overview of FEMA Programs and Resources." Congressional 
Research Services, 1 Nov. 2019, 
crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IN/IN11191. Accessed 6 
June 2020. 

Department of the Interior. "Supression." U.S. Department of the 
Interior: Office of Wildland Fire, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, 2020, www.doi.gov/wildlandfire/suppression. 
Accessed 6 June 2020. 

---. "Wildfires & COVID-19." U.S. Department of the Interior: 
Office of Wildland Fire, U.S. Department of the Interior, 2020, 
www.doi.gov/wildlandfire/wildfires-covid-19. Accessed 6 June 
2020. 

Environmental Protection Agency. "Climate Change Indicators: US 
and Global Temperature." United States Environmental 
Protection Agency, Aug. 2016, www.epa.gov/climate-
indicators/climate-change-indicators-us-and-global-
temperature. Accessed 8 June 2020. 

Forest History Society. "The 1910 Fires." Forest History Society, 
foresthistory.org/research-explore/us-forest-service-
history/policy-and-law/fire-u-s-forest-service/famous-
fires/the-1910-fires/. Accessed 7 June 2020. 

Forest Service. "The Great Fire of 1910." Forest Service, United 
States Department of Agriculture, 
www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb544473
1.pdf. Accessed 7 June 2020. 

Fountain, Henry. "Climate Change Affected Australia's Wildfires, 
Scientists Confirm." The New York Times, New York Times 
Company, 4 Mar. 2020, 
www.nytimes.com/2020/03/04/climate/australia-wildfires-
climate-change.html?searchResultPosition=23. Accessed 6 June 
2020. 

Geranios, Nicholas K. "Official: Busy Wildfire Season Will Be 
Impacted by Pandemic." AP News, Associated Press, 14 May 



 HARVARD MODEL CONGRESS 

 
© HMC SAN FRANCISCO 2021 – REDISTRIBUTION OR REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED  14 

2020, apnews.com/cf23b383c0722fdef4ffbc84aa2c1c6c. 
Accessed 6 June 2020. 

Hoover, Katie. "Federal Assistance for Wildfire Response and 
Recovery." Congressional Research Services, 11 July 2019, 
fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/IF10732.pdf. Accessed 6 June 2020. 

---. "Federal Assistance for Wildfire Response and Recovery." 
Congressional Research Services, 11 July 2019, 
crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF10732. Accessed 6 
June 2020. 

Hoover, Katie, and Laura A. Hanson. "Wildfire Statistics." 
Congressional Research Services, 10 Apr. 2020, 
crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF10244. Accessed 6 
June 2020. 

Lappé, Anna. "Follow the Money to the Amazon." The Atlantic, 
Atlantic, 4 Sept. 2019, 
www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/09/follow-money-
amazon/597319/. Accessed 6 June 2020. 

McCoy, Terrence, and Marina Lopes. "Putting out the Amazon Fires 
Isn't Just a Physical Challenge - It's a Political One." The 
Washington Post, 26 Aug. 2019, 
www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/now-begins-
the-biggest-challenge-of-the-amazon-fires-putting-them-
out/2019/08/26/43c526d0-c80b-11e9-9615-
8f1a32962e04_story.html. Accessed 6 June 2020. 

National Geographic Society. "The Ecological Benefits of Fire." 
National Geographic, National Geographic Society, 15 Jan. 
2020, www.nationalgeographic.org/article/ecological-benefits-
fire/. Accessed 6 June 2020. 

National Park Service. "Types of Wildland Fire." National Park 
Service, US Department of the Interior, 7 July 2018, 
www.nps.gov/subjects/fire/types-of-wildland-fire.htm. 
Accessed 7 June 2020. 

Nixon, Ron. "What FEMA Is Doing, and Not Doing, in Response to 
California's Fires." The New York Times, New York Times 
Company, 22 Nov. 2018, 
www.nytimes.com/2018/11/22/us/politics/fema-california-
wildfires.html. Accessed 6 June 2020. 

Osborne, Mark. "President Trump Discusses Amazon Fires with 
Controversial Brazilian Leader Jair Bolsonaro." ABC News, ABC 



 HARVARD MODEL CONGRESS 

 
© HMC SAN FRANCISCO 2021 – REDISTRIBUTION OR REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED  15 

News Internet Ventures, 24 Aug. 2019, 
abcnews.go.com/International/president-trump-discusses-
amazon-fires-controversial-brazilian-leader/story?id=65164511. 
Accessed 6 June 2020. 

Parsons, Andy, and Russell Goldman. "Why the Fires in Australia 
Are So Bad." The New York Times, New York Times Company, 1 
Jan. 2020, 
www.nytimes.com/2020/01/01/world/australia/fires.html?sear
chResultPosition=84. Accessed 6 June 2020. 

Regan, Shawn. "Money to Burn." National Review, 13 Nov. 2017, 
www.nationalreview.com/magazine/2017/11/13/california-
wildfires-congressional-spending/. Accessed 8 June 2020. 

Schatz, Sen. Brian, and Sen. Chris Murphy. "The Amazon 
Rainforests Are Still on Fire. If Trump Won't Act, Congress 
Will." NBC News, NBC Universal, 4 Sept. 2019, 
www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/amazon-rainforests-are-still-
fire-if-trump-won-t-act-ncna1049556. Accessed 6 June 2020. 

Tarabay, Jamie. "Why These Australia Fires Are like Nothing We've 
Seen before." The New York Times, New York Times Company, 
21 Jan. 2020, 
www.nytimes.com/2020/01/21/world/australia/fires-size-
climate.html?searchResultPosition=52. Accessed 6 June 2020. 

Tullis, Paul. "Into the Wildfire." The New York Times Magazine, 
New York Times Company, 19 Sept. 2013, 
www.nytimes.com/2013/09/22/magazine/into-the-
wildfire.html?searchResultPosition=89. Accessed 6 June 2020. 

United States, Congress, House. Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 
2003. Congress.gov, www.congress.gov/bill/108th-
congress/house-
bill/1904?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Healthy+Forests+
Restoration+Act+of+2003%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=1. Accessed 8 
June 2020. 108th Congress, House Bill 1094. 

---, ---, House. Wildfire Defense Act. Congress.gov, 
www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-
bill/5091/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22wildfire%22
%5D%7D&r=7&s=3. Accessed 8 June 2020. 116th Congress, 
House Bill 5091. 

---, ---, Senate. John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and 
Recreation Act. Congress.gov, www.congress.gov/bill/116th-
congress/senate-



 HARVARD MODEL CONGRESS 

 
© HMC SAN FRANCISCO 2021 – REDISTRIBUTION OR REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED  16 

bill/47/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22wildfire%22%5
D%7D&r=3&s=4. Accessed 8 June 2020. 116th Congress, Senate 
Bill 47. 

---, ---, Senate. Wildfire Defense Act. Congress.gov, 
www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2882/text. 
Accessed 8 June 2020. 116th Congress, Senate Bill 2882. 

---, ---, Senate. A Resolution Recognizing the Longstanding 
Partnership between the United States and Australia to Share 
Critical Firefighting Resources during Times of Crisis. 
Congress.gov, www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-
resolution/527. Accessed 8 June 2020. 116th Congress, Senate 
Resolution 527. 

United States Department of Agriculture. USDA Forest Service 
Aviation Strategy Implementation 2018-2022. By USDA Forest 
Service, Mar. 2018. Wildfire Today, 
wildfiretoday.com/documents/2018-
04_FS_Aviation_Strategy_2018-2022.pdf. Accessed 6 June 
2020. 

USDA. "Managing the Land: Wildland Fire." US Forest Service, 
United States Department of Agriculture, 
www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/fire. Accessed 6 June 2020. 

Vose, James M., et al., editors. "Effects of Climatic Variability and 
Change on Forest Ecosystems: A Comprehensive Science 
Synthesis for the US Forest Sector." US Forest Service, US 
Department of Agriculture, Dec. 2012, 
www.fs.fed.us/pnw/pubs/pnw_gtr870/pnw_gtr870.pdf. 
Accessed 8 June 2020. 

 


